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Security plan is on the money

SPATE OF BREAK-INS IN WEALTHY STREETS SPARK CONCERN

Andrea McCullagh

PRIVATE security could
soon be patrolling two of the
wealthiest streets in Mos-
man after a series of high-
end robberies.

An all-night foot patrol by
a uniformed security officer
on Burran and Hopetoun av-
enues has been proposed by
resident John Dennett and
has the backing of Neigh-
bourhood Watch amid fears
professional thieves are tar-
geting the prized streets.

The cost, estimated by a
security company to be
about $164,000 per year,

would be shared by the resi-
dents that sign up.

This year, five major
break-ins have been record-
ed on the two streets.

Mr Dennett, who sends
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out a security-focused news-
letter to residents, said
“high-worth assets” were
taken in the robberies.
“This is not the 21-year-
old wanting drug money,”

he said. “This is the other
end of the spectrum.”

He believes the presence
of a security officer would
make the thieves un-
comfortable about turning
up to target properties.

The president of Mosman
Neighbourhood Watch,
Judy Hinde, said a pro-
fessional gang of thieves
have targeted the area using
hi-tech methods such as
overriding keypads.

“These (the robberies) are
the biggest ones we’ve ever

had. They’ve all been sub-
stantial,” she said.

Burran Ave is known as
the Golden Mile and the
streets are home to several
high-profile businessmen
and celebrities including
Ros Oatley, daughter of wine
baron Bob Oatley, artist Ken
Done, and Greg Karedis, the
son of liquor outlet million-
aire Theo Karedis.

Mr Dennett has ap-
proached the Synergy Pro-
tection Agency for a quote
and is proposing a three-

month trial to householders
before signing up for a year.

Synergy Protection Agen-
cy chief executive Joe Merhi
said having a presence on
the street made thieves
think twice about targeting
the area.

Superintendent Allan Si-
card encouraged the com-
munity to have faith in the
NSW Police and Harbour-
side LAC.

“Break and enters in Har-
bourside LAC have been
steadily decreasing over
several years and Mosman
enjoys a very low crime
rate,” the police chief said.

WOLLSTONECRAFT

Burn-off promotes the
growth of native plants

Andrea McCullagh

NATIVE plant species are
popping up along the har-
bour thanks to hazard re-
duction burns.

A team of firefighters
burned off undergrowth at a
Wollstonecraft reserve on
Friday and they have no-
ticed their previous efforts
are having a positive effort
on biodiversity.

“We get some really good
regeneration,” said bushfire
officer and senior firefighter
Rob Strauch.

“The non-natives take
dominance over the re-
serves and by clearing them
it gives the natives a chance
of growing again.”

He said a lot of the species
appearing haven’t been seen
around the harbour area.

The fire at Badangi Re-
serve saw firefighters take

the undergrowth out to re-
duce the reserve’s fuel load.

It was hailed as an “excel-
lent burn” by the team and
took six hours to complete.

Meanwhile, the NSW
Rural Fire Service says fire-
fighters are preparing for a
challenging few months
ahead.

“It’s a more ominous out-
look than we had last year,”
said commissioner Shane
Fitzsimmons.

“The Bureau of Meteor-
ology is forecasting above-
average temperatures and
below-average rainfall for
the next three months.”

Mr Fitzsimmons urged
people living in high-risk
areas to prepare their
properties and make a bush-
fire survival plan.

~/An See more pictures at
mosmandaily.com.au

[ ] [ ] [ ] (] (] g 3

Negligence Compensation Specialists since 1952 &
Turner Freeman have an established reputation fighting and WINNING compensation for their clients in legal battles against big % )
corporations and insurance companies.

Motor vehicle claims | Workplace or job related claims | Family law | Medical litigation |
Superannuation and life insurance claims | Defective product claims | Public place
incidents | Professional negligence | Will disputes | Probate and estate law

1800 800 088 www.turnerfreeman.com.au

SYDNEY | PARRAMATTA | CAMPBELLTOWN | NEWCASTLE | WOLLONGONG | PENRITH

Time limits apply so call us today for
a FREE no obligation assessment

of your claim.

No Win

*conditions apply in some cases
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